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WIRELESS HILL PARK 
Grievance 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [9.38 am]:  My grievance is with the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure.   
The SPEAKER:  Members!  The minister needs to listen to the member for Alfred Cove.  Currently she cannot 
hear what the member is saying.  
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Before I begin my grievance, I thank the minister’s officers.  Last Friday I sent the 
minister correspondence about Wireless Hill Park.  Sometimes it takes a while to get a response from the 
minister’s department.  I marked the correspondence urgent and it looks like the officers have immediately 
brought this matter to the attention of the minister.   

I will go through the history of Wireless Hill Park and its importance.  Wireless Hill Park was purchased by the 
federal Government in 1911 to house Western Australia’s wireless station.  It was one of five 
telecommunications stations across Australia that was used for local, state, national and international 
broadcasting.  The minister has received a proposal to excise four houses from the A-class reserve.  Those 
houses were built on the edge of the park for counterpoise reasons.  Thousands of metres of copper wire were 
laid in order to pick up the soundwaves from the radio telecommunications.  Those four houses are the only 
heritage houses in Western Australia from that era - 1911 and 1912 - which stand next to one another in a class 
A reserve.  They housed the officer in charge, the fitter -  

Ms A.J. MacTiernan:  Can you clarify that you are saying that there is no other place in Perth or Western 
Australia where four houses of that vintage stand next to each other? 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  They are not just houses that were built in 1911; they are a part of a whole package.  
The community is hoping that in eight years those houses will be returned to their former glory for the centenary, 
which will show the heritage value of the park.   

The station itself was used between 1912 and 1967.  When the station was transferred from Perth, because of the 
history of Wireless Hill Park, its telecommunications role, its beauty, its use and its value to the community, the 
State Government approached the federal Government and asked whether that land could be transferred to the 
State to be kept in perpetuity for the people of Western Australia.  The Prime Minister of the day, Harold Holt, 
agreed, and it was purchased by the State at 50 per cent of the value.  The agreement was that it would be kept as 
public open space.   
The houses have been used for accommodation.  Unfortunately, they have not been kept in the best condition, 
which is why I have previously approached this Government about Wireless Hill Park coming under the control 
of the Kings Park Board.  The City of Melville has a duty to maintain those houses.  I have sent correspondence 
to all members of Parliament, and I have invited them to look at the park and those houses with me.  Those 
people who take up that opportunity will see that those houses have been neglected.  Even though they have been 
neglected, the City of Melville commissioned a conservation plan in 1999.  That conservation plan refers to the 
significance of those houses, and they are rated as A class.  The conservation plan is based on the Burra charter, 
which states that heritage should be looked at as a whole.  Heritage should not be dealt with in a piecemeal way; 
parts of heritage sites should not be sold off.   
I believe that this proposal has been put to the minister by the City of Melville because the i’s were not dotted 
and the t’s were not crossed as part of the Heathcote agreement, and the City of Melville is trying to get back the 
money that it expended on the heritage buildings on the Heathcote site.  However, there are other options for that 
transfer of money.  The Minister for Education and Training is looking for funds to build a new primary school 
in another suburb of the community.  The community would prefer an exchange of money perhaps for land in 
suburbs in which there is a minimal amount of public open space, rather than for heritage sites, which are 
important to not only my community but also Western Australia and Australia’s history.  This land should not be 
sold simply because of mismanagement and a contract that was signed between the City of Melville and the 
former Government.   
MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.43 am]:  It is important to 
understand the heritage issues at play in this case.  The Labor Government is very committed to heritage.  
Indeed, the previous Labor Government introduced the heritage legislation.  I was privileged to be one of the 
inaugural members of the Heritage Council.  Indeed, I live in a house that forms part of an entire street of houses 
that were built around 1904, so I well understand the importance of heritage.  There is quite a lot of heritage in 
Perth, and much of it is in private hands.   
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It is also important to understand that the structures in question were built as residences.  It seems to me that it 
would be most appropriate and in keeping with the retention of their true heritage and historic character if they 
were to continue to be used as residences.  I do not believe that there is any - 
Dr J.M. Woollard:  If you want these houses to be used as residences, then give them their former glory, and 
when people from the country and overseas visit, they could stay in them.  They could be used for 
accommodation and to show the beauty of Wireless Hill Park. 
Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I am saying that the vast bulk of residential heritage is in private hands and being used 
as private homes.  These buildings have been restored and retained perfectly in keeping with their original intent.  
I do not think any credible heritage argument can be mounted against the Government’s proposal to excise and 
sell these properties. 
Dr J.M. Woollard:  Minister, you don’t know what heritage is all about!  Mr Speaker, she says she was on the 
Heritage Council - 
The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Alfred Cove to order for the first time. 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  She does not understand the heritage Act - 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Alfred Cove to order for the second time.  The member has had her 
opportunity to speak in this debate.  If she continues to make outbursts such as that, she will be thrown out of 
this place. 
Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  As I said, it is the Government’s proposal that these properties be sold with heritage 
covenants on them.  Any restoration would have to be in accordance with a heritage management plan which is 
in existence and which will be updated before they are sold.  I repeat that there is no credible heritage argument.  
If there were a credible heritage argument, the State would have to buy a vast proportion of the suburbs of 
Highgate, Mt Lawley, Cottesloe, Nedlands and Bassendean, if that was the only way in which residential 
heritage could be preserved.  That is clearly a nonsense.   

I also want to address the other issue of community.  I understand that the member wants to be an advocate for 
her constituency, and she refers to her constituency as the community.  I point out - this is part of an issue that 
concerns us greatly - that a deal was done with the City of Melville to protect the lower land of the Heathcote 
estate - an issue on which we hear the member advocate very passionately.  The quid pro quo for that was that 
various other lands would be sold in other areas in the City of Melville to ensure that this public open space - the 
lower land around the Heathcote estate - would remain as part of a public reserve.  Part of the price of that was 
the sale of these houses, which currently are not available for public use.  They are currently under lease.  Three 
of them are being used as residences.  There will be no change to the public access to these properties as a result 
of what the Government is proposing to do. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  It is all about money.  You don’t want to pay out the money.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  It is about money; absolutely.  Of course it is.  It is about money and putting into effect 
an agreement made by the former - 

The SPEAKER:  I inform the member for Nedlands that these debates are short in their nature.  Therefore, it has 
been the tradition that there be no interjections.  I call the member for Nedlands to order for the first time.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  This is certainly about money.  It is about a deal done by the previous Liberal 
Government with the City of Melville to generate the money to restore the Heathcote site and to allow the lower 
land to be retained for the benefit of the residents of the Applecross area.  A move is now afoot to find land 
around other areas in the city of Melville to benefit this area.  The Government believes there will be no negative 
impact on the community.  These properties are currently privately leased and fenced; no-one has access to them.  
The best way to ensure that the residential heritage buildings - they were designed as residential - are properly 
restored and used is to sell them subject to the conservation and heritage plans in place.  Therefore, people will 
be assured that the former glory of these buildings to which the member referred will be preserved.  No credible 
public amenity argument can be made.  The buildings are currently leased.  This move would only allow them to 
be sold.   

Regarding the excision, Wireless Hill Park comprises some 30 hectares of land, and this section is around 6 000 
square metres.  It is an insignificant proportion of the park proposed to be excised to allow the properties to be 
sold off and properly restored.  I urge the member: I know she wants to advocate for parts of her community; 
nevertheless, we cannot turn every old building in her electorate into an arts centre.   

[The member’s time expired.] 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  When the Government talks about community, it talks about all the community, 
including Wyndham, Halls Creek, Fitzroy -  
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Point of Order 
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I think the minister’s time has expired.   

The SPEAKER:  There is no point of order, other than the following point: grievances are limited to seven 
minutes.  The level of interjection that the members for Alfred Cove and Nedlands engaged in mean that the 
minister can have a couple of seconds longer to finish her comments.   

Debate Resumed 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Thank you, Mr Speaker.  The Government’s sense of community incorporates all of 
Western Australia, not just the residents of the member’s electorate.  The Government must make decisions 
about the fair and proper allocation of resources among that entire community.  I assure the member that 
although the Government is conscious of the needs of the member’s community, many more communities have a 
greater and more urgent need for financial assistance than her electorate.   
 


